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For completeness we include the definition of the Freudenthal compactification of X [3] as formulated by K. Morita in [4] . Let 9TC be the set of all finite open coverings {Gi, Gi, ■ ■ • , Gn} of X such that FrG,-are compact. Then X is a completely regular space and 9TC is a completely regular uniformity of X agreeing with the topology of X. Let S be the completion of X with respect to 9IL Then 5 is a compact Hausdorff space containing A" as a dense subset having the following properties: K. Morita has shown that S is the topologically unique Hausdorff compactification of X satisfying (a) and (b), (i.e. if C is any compact Hausdorff space containing Zasa dense subset and if C satisfies (a) and (b) then there is a homeomorphism of 5 onto C that leaves points of X fixed) [4] . This topologically unique space 5 is denoted by yX and is called the Freudenthal compactification of X alter H. Freudenthal who first defined it [3] . For further properties see [3] , [4] or [6] .
The purpose of this paper is to characterize yX by means of certain minimum and maximum properties similar to those which characterize the Stone-Cech compactification of BX of X. Remark. In [l, Theorem (3.1)] the author proved the following: Let A be a locally connected generalized continuum. Then X has the property that the complement of every compact set in X has at most one nonconditionally compact component if and only if every fEF has a continuous extension to Xm the one-point compactification of X. One can show that yX is topologically equivalent to X" if and only if X has the property that the complement of every compact in X has at most one nonconditionally compact component. Thus yX is topologically equivalent to X" ii every fEF has a continuous extension to Xx. Remark. Let P denote the product space IF and define an embedding e of X into P by 07 o e)(x) =/(x) for xEX and fEF. (Here 11/ is the projection of P onto the/th coordinate.) Then if \(/X denotes the closure of eiX) in P, \{/X is a Hausdorff compactification of X satisfying (i) and (ii). Thus ipX and yX are topologically equivalent and we have shown that the Freudenthal compactification of a semicompact Hausdorff space can be obtained as a Tychonoff-type embedding.
When A" is a locally compact Hausdorff space one can replace F by the set of all (closed) mappings of X into / that have compact boundaries of point inverses.
The author has shown that when X is locally compact there exists a Hausdorff compactification apX of X satisfying (i) and (ii) with respect to any arbitrary family of mappings of X into any compact Hausdorff space Y. Thus it may be of interest to investigate the properties of compactifications one obtains when F is replaced by certain other classes of mappings.
